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Senator 
Russ Goodman

Sen. Goodman 

(R-Homerville) was

elected in 2010 and

serves as Chairman

of the Senate 

Agriculture Committee. As a seventh

generation South Georgia farmer,

Goodman is committed to strong

policies that grow opportunities in

South Georgia. Co-owner of The

Great American Cobbler Company,

you can taste his delicious cobbler at

the GFIA trade show! 

Representative
Carolyn Hugley

Rep. Hugley 

(D-Columbus) was

first elected in 

1992. In 2025, she

completed her first 

year as House Minority Leader, a

position elected by her peers. Hugley

serves on the Appropriations, Rules,

and Transportation Committees.

When she’s not at the Capitol, Hugley

works as an insurance agent and

enjoys serving her community in

Columbus. 

Senator 
Harold Jones II 

Sen. Jones 

(D-Augusta) was

elected in 2014 and

in 2025 completed

his first year as 

Senate Minority Leader, a position

elected by his peers. He serves on

many committees, including the

Judiciary, Regulated Industries, and

Higher Education Committees. Jones

previously served as Richmond

County‘s Solicitor General and is

deeply involved in the community.

Senator 
John F. Kennedy

President Pro Tempore. He serves on

several influential committees and is

Vice-Chair of the Banking and Financial

Services Committee. He is a partner at

a Macon law firm, active with the Boy

Scouts and Macon Bar Assn, and holds

a B.A. and J.D. from Mercer University. 

Agriculture
Commissioner
Tyler Harper

Commissioner

Harper (R-Ocilla),

was elected to his

position in 2022, and

is a 7th generation farmer, small business

owner and former state senator. A

lifelong resident of South Georgia,

Harper knows firsthand the importance

of agriculture and small business to both

our state and nation. He is a strong

supporter of the grocery industry and

the Georgia Grown Program.

Sen. Kennedy 

(R–District 18) was

elected in 2014 and

until recently,

served as Senate 

Representative
Rick Jasperse

Rep. Jasperse 

(R-Jasper) was

elected in 2009 

and serves as the

Chairman of the 

House Transportation Committee.

Rep. Jasperse was an educator for 29

years with the University of Georgia’s

College of Agriculture, serving as a

county agent for Pickens County. He

and his wife enjoy retirement on their

small family farm. 

Representative
Alan Powell

Rep. Alan Powell 

(R-Hartwell) was

elected in 1989 and

is Chairman of the

House Regulated 

Industries Committee. Powell is the

former Chairman of the Hart County

Board of Commissioners. He is the

owner/ broker of Red Clay Properties

in Hartwell. A former convenience

store retailer, Powell understands the

challenges of the retail industry. 

Representative
Ron Stephens

Rep. Stephens 

(R-Savannah) was

elected in 1999 and

serves as the Chairman

of the House Economic

Development & Tourism Committee.

He spent more than 40 years as a

pharmacist and works closely with our

retailers to educate legislators on

pharmacy issues. Stephens previously

served as a City Councilman in Garden

City. 

Mayor
Teross Young

Young (Troutman, NC)

is Vice President,

Government and

Regulatory Affairs for

Ahold Delhaize, and 
serves on GFIA’s board of directors.

Involved in local politics since 2013, he

made history by becoming elected as

the first black council member in

Troutman. Within three years, Young

was named interim mayor and has

been re-elected twice.

Thank you to our elected leaders 
for attending the GFIA convention!


